
 

        
     Quarterly Bulletin of Y’s Men International Sri Lanka-Issue 2-2020/’21(Dec.‘20) - Registered with ISSN-Issued FREE 

 

45th REGIONAL CONVENTION  
 

SRI LANKA’S NEW  
REGIONAL DIRECTOR  

 

    www.srilankaysmen.org 

 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF  
Y’S MEN’S CLUB  
OF COLOMBO Pgs 05-06 

Merry Christmas to  
Sri Lanka Ysmen!  

 

 
GOLDEN BOOK 

CITATIONS FROM 
SRI LANKA REGION 

Pgs 08-09  



 

  
 

 
 
 

Quarterly Bulletin of Y’s Men  
International Sri Lanka Region 
News, developments and updates from  
Y’s Men International Sri Lanka Region 
 
Issue 2 of Y2020/’21 (December 2020)  
 

Issued Free. Intended 
to be circulated  
among members  

                                         of Sri Lanka Y’sdom. 
ISSN  
TITLE: Ys Men Bulletin   ISSN: 2756-9039 
 
 
 

 

Write to us 
 

ysmenbulletin@gmail.com    josephonline@gmail.com 

Bulletin Edited & Designed By:  

YM Joseph Thavaraja – RSD, Sri Lanka Regional  
Bulletin ( josephonline@gmail.com ) 
 
Advisory: The Regional Director, Regional  
Secretary Immediate Past Regional Director,  
Regional Director Elect, and the RSDs of the  
Regional Board.  
 
Sources of News & Contents 
Many, but mostly the YMI, Sri Lankan YM Districts,  
Clubs & Membership of Sri Lanka Y’sdom  
(past and present, Sri Lankan & resident abroad)  
and International Brother Clubs. Cover Image  
of Santa Courtesy of freepik.com 
 

Sri Lanka Regional Director 
 
YM V Rajendran-Seagull Courts, 24 ½ Initium Rd,  
Dehiwela 10350    Tel: 0094-773114478   
Email: Jenram999@gmail.com 
 
Sri Lanka Region on the Web  
www.srilankaysmen.org 

FROM THE EDITOR: 
Do you remember this 
tune? 
                                   Pg 03 
 

NEWS: 
Colombo Celebrates 90  
                                   Pg 05 
 
NEWS: 
IP YM  Kristensen: “You 
showed great devotion” 
                                   Pg 07 
 

 
FROM CLUBS-GOLDEN 
BOOK CITATIONS: 
                             Pg 08-09 
 
 

YMI WEEK4WASTE  
CALL:   
           Last Page (Pg 11) 
 

     
INSIDE  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

That ‘mischievous’ tune. I remember it 
like today. Every Christmas. 

All I want for Christmas is my two 
front teeth 
My two front teeth 
See my two front teeth 
Gee, if I could only have my two 
front teeth 
Then I could wish you, "Merry 
Christmas" 

Yes, you know it too. Most likely you too 
would have hummed it-just like me.  

And to me it’s ‘one of those tunes’ that 
anchors deep in you within seconds after 
hearing it for the first time. I guess my 
‘first time’ of hearing it was somewhere in 
a Christmas season in late 1970’s – from 
Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation 
(SLBC)’s seasonal morning shows.  

From then on, this tune always seemed to 
follow me during the season in some way, 
even in later years –it would come from a 
Radio station, pop up from an Ad, from a 
shopping mall in-house radio.. (and at one 
time, from a couple of years ago from 
someone’s mobile phone ringtone while 
clandestinely browsing books at Colombo 
bookshops). That Chipmunks’ tune always 
brings the texture of our Christmas 
season’s elevated cloud-nine feel to down 
to earth-and anchors us on the ground 
with a mischievous smile.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The tune finally got my curiosity going; its 
off-beat nature for an otherwise adulated 
season and the appeal by a kiddie 
apparently to Santa (though Santa is 
never mentioned) for only his/her missing 
teeth and no more elaborate gifts… an 
admixture of compassion and mischief 
packaged to innocent request.  

Here’s how the Wikipedia elaborates on 
it:  

"All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front 
Teeth" is a novelty Christmas song written 
in 1944 by Donald Yetter Gardner while 
teaching music at public schools in 
Smithtown, New York. He asked his second 
grade class what they wanted for 
Christmas, and noticed that almost all of 
the students had at least one front tooth 
missing as they answered in a lisp.  

FROM THE EDITOR  

The nostalgic Christmas classic that became a 
modern day carol…   

Donald Yetter Gardner 
(IMAGE FILE: Donald.jpg) Source: AZ 

Quotes 
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Gardner wrote the song in 30 minutes. In 
a 1995 interview, Gardner said, "I was 
amazed at the way that silly little song 
was picked up by the whole country." The 
song was published in 1948 after an 
employee of Witmark music company 
heard Gardner sing it at a music teachers’ 
conference..”  

It did not take Donald Yetter Gardner 
more than 30 minutes to write the full 
Two Front Teeth: 

Everybody stops and stares at me 
These two teeth are gone as you can see 
I don't know just who to blame for this 
catastrophe 
But my one wish on Christmas Eve is as 
plain as can be 
 
All I want for Christmas is my two front 
teeth 
My two front teeth 
See my two front teeth 
Gee, if I could only have my two front 
teeth 
Then I could wish you, "Merry Christmas" 
 
It seems so long since I could say 
"Sister, Susie sitting on a thistle!" 
Gosh, oh gee, how happy I'd be, if I could 
only whistle 
 
All I want for Christmas is my two front 
teeth 
My two front teeth 
See my two front teeth 
 
Gee, if I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
could only have my two front teeth 
Then I could wish you, "Merry Christmas" 
It seems so… 
                         

My Two Front Teeth was thereafter 
recorded and released by Spike Jones and 
His City Slickers, with vocals by George 
Rock. It hit the top of the charts in 
October 1948. After its popularity –and 
naturally- it was recorded and performed 
by countless artists including Nat King 
Cole (One of the brilliant modern day Two 
Front Teeth performances is with a Jazz 
fusion, by Big Bad Voodoo Daddy and can 
be found on YouTube at 
https://bit.ly/3r1kF8O ).  

Gardner later became a music consultant 
reportedly (for Ginn & Company). He 
wrote songs for music textbooks, and 
composed hymns.  In September 2004, he 
died aged 91, leaving Yoder, his beloved 
wife. 

“All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front 
Teeth” is what opens me to the real feel 
of Christmas. Every Christmas.   

Merry 2020 Christmas Y’smen!  

 

Joseph 

FROM THE EDITOR  

The nostalgic Christmas classic …   
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By RSD PRD Sarojini Nagendran  

Y’sdom was introduced to Sri Lanka (formely Ceylon) 
by Mr. R.O.Buell, then General Secretary of the YMCA, 
on is return to Sri Lanka after attending the 
International Convention in Minneapolis, USA. 

Thus the First Club (Colombo) began functioning in 
1929 and was Chartered in December 1930 with the 
late Sir Oliver 
Goonetilleka, 
former Goverenor 
General of Ceylon 
as the First 
President.  

It was through 
Ceylon that 
Ysdom was 
introduced to 
India, where it 
spread rapidly and 
the India-Sri Lanka 
Region came into 
being in 1946. YM Kenneth Somanader from the 
Colombo Club became the Regional Director of the 
India-Sri Lanka Region. 

 

 

 

 

 

FELICITATIONS FROM AREA PRESIDENT  
YM DAVID LUA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y’s Men’s Club of Colombo of Y’s Men 
International Sri Lanka Region 
celebrates 90th Anniversary 

 

“…It was through 
Ceylon that Ysdom 
was introduced to 

India, where it 
spread rapidly and 
the India-Sri Lanka 
Region came into 
being in 1946...” 

From Left: Mr. R.O.Buell, who introduced Y’sdom to Sri Lanka, Sir Oliver Goonetilleke, former Governor General of Ceylon, the 
Charter President of Colombo Club & The last occasion when Colombo Club flag was displayed in India (August - 1974) 

“Congratulations to all Y's Men in Sri Lanka 
Region on your 90th Anniversary. Glory to 
God for the acts of kindness and 
compassion shown by Y's Men and Women 
in Sri Lanka to your community for a better 
tomorrow based on the teachings of Jesus 
Christ.  I encourage you to strengthen the 
bonds of love through fellowship and 
selfless service and shine forth as the light 
of the world. I look forward to a stronger 
Sri Lanka Region working in partnership 
with YMCA and contributing to Y's Men 
International and the Asia Pacific Area..” 
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At the Y’Mens  International Convention 1974 held in 
Atami, India-Sri Lanka Region was split into two and Sri 
Lanka Region became a Region on its own with YM. 
Kenneth Somanader from the Colombo Club became 
the First Regional Director.  

Regional Directors of Sri Lanka Region from the 
Colombo Club were Sir Oliver Goonetilleke (Charter 
President 1930), YM Kenneth Somanader (1975), PAP  
Stanley Arnold (1976-78), YM Wimsy Sinnathamby 
(1978-80), YM Gladstone Thevathasan (1980-81), YM 
Lanka Nesiah (1982-83), YM Ercon Godlieb (1984-85 
and 1995/96), YM Jackie Ratnam (1987-88), LYM Jean 
Godlieb (1989-90), YM Hillary De Alwis (1991-92), PAP 
Rita Hettiarachchi (2003-04) and YM Enrico Brown 
(2007-08). LYM Dushyanti Latino(2014/15) and                        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PRD Sarojini Nagendran (2011/12 and 2015/16)  
continued their Membership with the Colombo Club 
from 2016. 
 
This year the Colombo Club has YM V. Rajendran as 
Regional Director and YM Milroy Manuel is the 
Regional Director Elect.  
 
The 90th Anniversary of the Club fell on December 3, 
2020. 
 

The Website of Y’s Men’s Club of Colombo at ysmenscolombo.com has also been redesigned to reflect the anniversary.. 

This 90th Anniversary badge of the Club (pastel blue and gold 
color) was specially designed for the occasion. Its distribution 
began during the 2020 Regional Convention. 

The invitation for one memorable event of global importance 
organized by the Y’s Men’s Club of Colombo in 2017 
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In his 2020 Christmas message to the global Ysdom, 
International President 2020/2021 YM Jacob 
Kristensen emphasized that we will survive the 
COVID-19 pandemic. “Together, let us look for the 
light in the end of the tunnel” he adds. 
 
IP YM Jacob Kristensen’s message in full:  
 
“I send my best wishes and sincere thanks to each of 
you for the good co-operation in 2020. You  have all 
showed a great devotion to Y’s Men’s work during the 
year. 

2020 has been a special and difficult year with this 
current world pandemic we are living in. Many things 
are not as normal.  Our private life has changed, our 
club life has changed. Our personal contacts are 
reduced and we all feel very small in this situation.    
My visits around in the world have been cancelled or 
postponed.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Despite the coronavirus situation, many clubs around 
the world have tried to run club life and club activities 
and it is a real witness to Y’s Men International 
worldwide, regarding the service and support that 
have been given to international projects and to each 
other. The pandemic has shown us new ways to run 
meetings and activities. It is a new frontier full of new 
and exciting possibilities. Let us keep this in mind and 
remain positive. History tells us that the world has had 
crises before this one, and every time people have 
come out on the other side. 
 
I pray and believe that this time we will also defeat the 
black cloud – the COVID-19 pandemic – and we will 
survive. Together, let us look for the light in the end of 
the tunnel. I wish each of you, your family, your clubs, 
each District, Region, and Area, and staff at IHQ a 
Merry Christmas, a Happy Holiday and a prosperous 
New Year 2021.  I ask you to join my slogan “Trust in 
the River of Life”, which are words from the Bible, 
John’s Revelation 22:1-5.” 
Blessings and regards, 
 
Jacob Kristensen 
International President 2020/21 
  

“You have all showed a great devotion to Y’s Men’s work 
during the year”-International President YM Kristensen 
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Members of the 
Regional Board of Sri 
Lanka Ysmen 
presented the 2013 
Golden Book citation 
of YM Prof. H.A 
Aponso (longstanding 
member of Y’s Men’s 
Club of Mahanuwara) 
to him on 24th October 2020 at his Kandy 
residence. Below, we present this Citation in 
full:  

“Professor Aponso is the Emeritus Professor of 
Paediatrics, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 
Founder member of the Moratuwa Y's Men's Club 
inaugurated in 1963, while holding office as President 
of Moratuwa YMCA, and Vice-President of the 
National YMCA. In 1964 he migrated internally to 
Peradeniya to launch the Department of Paediatrics. 
He revived the Kandy club in 1970, while being the 
President of the Kandy 
YMCA. In his tenure as 
President of the club, a 
Village Development 
Project at Guru Oya was 
embarked upon, where 
access was over a 
suspension bridge and a 2-
mile walk. Weekly visits 
focused on conducting 
Health, Family Planning 
and Agricultural Education 
programmes. This work and commitment won a 
citation from the President, Y's Men International.  

The present two Village Development Projects being 
carried out in Moragolla and Galagederawatte are his 
brainchild. He organises and is actively involved in 
conducting the Health Clinics held once in three  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

months. The Villagers have greatly benefited from his 
enthusiasm in educating them on producing various 
forms of food and drink, as a good income source, 
from the Jack fruit (Artocarpusheterophyllus) which 
grows abundantly in Sri Lanka. Education on 
Mushroom Cultivation and providing villagers with 
Goats for the purpose of selling milk which is used as 
a remedy for a variety of illnesses is also a good 
income source for the villagers. In appreciation of his 
dedicated service, a medal was presented to him by 
the villagers.  He is the Pioneer in promoting Soya 
based Food and Drink in Sri Lanka. He also paved the 
way to open Soya Centres in the YMCA Building in 

Kandy and at the Teaching 
Hospital Peradeniya, which 
are highly appreciated by 
the frequent visitors and 
staff. Serving Y'sdom with 
selfless commitment for 
half a century since 1963 
with the support of his wife 
Mrs. Vimala Aponso and 
family, he is the longest 

serving and most respected 
member of the Mahanuwara club and one of the most 
respected members in the Sri Lanka Region. The 
members of the Mahanuwara club wish him continued 
good health and many more years of service.” 

Honoured by:  

Mahanuwara Y's Men's Club Sri Lanka Region 

GOLDEN BOOK ENTRY: PROFESSOR HERBERT ALLAN 
APONSO PERERA  

Honoured by: Y’s Men’s Club of Mahanuwara 

The Golden Book 

Established in 1967 to bolster contributions to the 
Endowment Fund. Members honor a club friend or 
associate via a written one-page tribute which is then 
printed and retained at International Headquarters, 
while also shared with recipient (if living) and the 
Area leadership. 

NEWS FROM CLUBS 
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YM Sunil Perera of the Y’s 
Men’s Club of Young 
Moratuwa was cited for the 
Golden Book by the Club 
members on November 1, 
2020. Below we present the 
citation of YM Sunil Perera in 
Full:  

“YM Sunil Perera joined the Y’s 
Men’s Club of Young 
Moratuwa in year 2000, 
member for the last Twenty 
Years held several service 
directorates in the Club Board. 
Served the Regional Board as 
Regional Treasurer during 
2004/2005. Sunil was appointed President of the 
Club in 2014 and led the Club for two 
consecutive years till 2016. 

Sunil and wife Mnt. Madubala were instrumental 
in organizing fund raisers for the club. Funds thus 
generated helped the Club in performing 
numerous Service Projects to the lesser 
fortunate Community. This resulted the Club 
being awarded Best Club of the Region      
continuously for last 7 years since 2014. Sunil is a 
Graduate in Science, obtained Second Upper  

 

 

 

 

 

 

class from the University of Peradeniya, Sri 
Lanka. He was a Banker by Profession and retired 
in the highest office as Chief Executive Officer / 
Managing Director of National Savings Bank, and 
also won several Awards during his professional 
career. This Living Tribute is dedicated by the Y’s 
Men’s Club of Young Moratuwa to honour YM 
Sunil in recognition of his diligent services 
rendered to the club. Active participation in 
Club/District/Regional events and services made 
by YM Sunil are highly appreciated, recognized 
and very precious to the Club, with the unstinted 
support extended by his beloved wife Mnt. 
Madubala. YM Sunil and wife migrated to 
Canada to be with their children. But, they never 
wanted to leave the Club and are still members 
who support through funds. They are very close 
to our hearts and loved by all members of Young 
Moratuwa. Members of the Club expresses their 
sincere gratitude to him for his services and wish 
him and his wife Mnt. Madubala, good health, 
happiness and Prosperity in the years to come.!” 

 

Mnt. Madubala Perera hands over the Digital Copy of the Living Tribute in the 
Golden Book to YM Sunil Perera who led the Club for two years and assisted the Y’s 
Men’s Club of Young Moratuwa in raising funds through Sing-Alongs for Club 
Activities. 

NEWS FROM CLUBS 

2020 GOLDEN BOOK ENTRY: YM SUNIL PERERA  

Ecstatic children in Maratuwa area revel during the 2017 Blessings 
Centre Christmas Party led by the Y’s Men’s Club of Young 
Moratuwa. 

Honoured by: Y’s Men’s Club of Young Moratuwa 
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By Delanie De Mel (President- 
Y's Menettes, Moratuwa Club) 
 

The Menettes of Y’s Men’s Club 
of Moratuwa were not 
physically able to meet since 
September 2020 but somehow 
successfully organized 
themselves to gift Dry Ration 
Hampers to deserving families 
for the 2020 Christmas.  

Beating the COVID limitations, 
they collected Hampers to the 
value of US $ 77 and handed 
them equally to three deserving 
families thereby bringing smiles 
-and joy of Christmas- to these deserving families.  

On December 22, they conducted an evening tea 
meeting (under COVID protocols) to celebrate the 
Christmas season (the recipient families were unable 
to be present at the meeting due to the prevailing 
COVID regulations). The 5pm-7.30 pm event 
consisted of short inspirational messages from the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YM Club President Ramani Perera and Menette 
Delanie De Mel and had carol singing. Thereafter they 
took steps to hand over the Christmas Hampers to 
the doorsteps of deserving families. They also 
discussed their plan of action for 2021 and discussed 
how to perform activities while overcoming COVID 
restraints. Since September 2020, the Moratuwa’s 
Menettes have been quietly supplying dry ration 
assistance to these three families to a total value of 
US$ 215. 

NEWS FROM CLUBS 

Moratuwa Club Menettes bring Christmas smiles 
to deserving families  
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YMI WEEK4WASTE CALL 
In 2016, the world produced over 2 billion tonnes of solid waste, and this is only increasing as the human 
population continues to climb. If nothing is done, our society’s garbage production is expected to reach 3.4 billion 
tonnes annually by 2050.  

To help address this alarming issue, in 2020/21 IP Jacob Kristensen has chosen Week4Waste project for the 
coming year. It will strive to make the world more green by picking up waste in the surroundings. Y’s Men 
International introduced its Week4Waste campaign and its coordinated through the corresponding Task Force 
chaired by PAP Area Europe, Ulrik Lauridsen. Multiple programs and actions are encouraged, as well as 
cooperation with other NGOs or like-minded organizations. YMI’s goal was to have maximum impact and 
maximum visibility. Activities should culminate in the week of 18 – 25 April 2021, which has been specifically 
selected because of the several international environmental protection actions and observations during that 
period, including Earth Day on 22 April. As an additional component of the campaign, YMI encourages club 
members to personally evaluate their consumption practices, to consciously recycle and repurpose or donate to 
charities used items instead of throwing them away.  

“This is our constant duty as an environmentally responsible organization committed to the sustainable and 
intelligent use of all our natural resources, as well as to the protection of our planet’s many and unique habitats 
and ecosystems” YMI adds.  
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